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4 November a hearing of the Southwark
Diocesan Consistory Court was held under the
Deputy Chancellor, Roger Kaye QC The hearing
was called solely because Lambeth refused to accept
that, under the scheme of management required by
Chancellor Gray's judgement, a payment was due to
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the Archdeacon in respect of approving each new
memorial prior to insertion in the consecrated part of

London
Cemeteries A Dying
Legacy? Page 8

the cemetery. Counsel for Lambeth, Mr Briden,
argued essentially that, since Lambeth had no interest
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in new monuments being inserted in the cemetery.

they therefore could envisage no mechanism whereby
payment for approving such monuments could be

made. Counsel for the Archdeacon argued that, in
essence, approval of new monuments was an
abbreviated version of the faculty procedure.

Lambeth clearly accept that faculty legislation applies
at Norwood since it has applied for a faculty to
manage the cemetery.
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o Forthcoming

Lambeth's argument seems to me to be absurd - who

on earth would want to buy a burial plot if he/she
was not allowed to erect a monument on it? Not
Events Page 13
surprisingly, the Deputy Chancellor did not seem
Book Reviews enamoured with Lambeth's argument, or with the
way Mr Briden presented it. Judgement was reserved
Page 14
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~and the hearing was adjourned to the earliest possible
date after I December 1996.
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Consistory Court Hearing

All parties were urged to come to a negotiated agreement beforehand if possible.
During the hearing it was brought to the Deputy Chancellor's attention that, since the
judgement, Lambeth had not only continued to use the consecrated part of the
cemetery for new burials. but also had allowed new memorials to be erected without

seeking the approval of the Archdeacon or his representative. In both cases Lambeth
had ignored undertakings given to the Court and thus could be held to be in contempt.
A further factor was that a Lambeth officer submitted a controversial statement to the

Court which I felt obliged to respond to in some detail.
The upshot has been that the Official to the Archdeacon, Nicholas Long, was
instructed to prepare an affidavit listing the burials (620 up until 7 November 1996),
use of cremation plots (54), and memorials (at least 203) inserted in the cemetery since
the date of the judgement. The vast majority of these burials, etc. have taken place in
Consecrated ground. Nicholas also produced evidence of the re-use of at least 4 graves,
a practice Lambeth's own counsel, in open court, has agreed is illegaL Nicholas also
provided a chronology of attempts to negotiate with Lambeth officers with a view to

implementing the judgement. In conjunction with this affidavit, the Archdeacon has
applied for an order which requires the judgement to be complied with in full by June
30 1997 and for the costs of the resumed hearing to be awarded against Lambeth.
In turn I prepared a detailed affidavit which supports and in some cases amplifies
Nicholas Long's affidavit. Lambeth have responded by imposing a ban on the
insertion of new memorials until the Scheme of Management has been agreed and

implemented, a step they should have taken in March 1994, and have accepted liability
to restore the de Normandy memorial in exchange for our having restored the ManteIl
memorial. They have also accepted liability to repair the Vallentin memorial which
they damaged during clearance work in 1991. The admission of responsibility for the
reinstatement of the de Normandy memorial, which was demolished in 1990 despite a
specific request to spare it, is a major victory.
One point still at issue seems to be the completion date - Lambeth argue that 30
September 1997 is a more realistic date. A funher point of contention is the Grane
memorial - I have suggested that Lambeth should be pro-active in seeking a
photograph or other record of this memorial, rather than just accepting that it can't be
properly restored. Lambeth are also refusing to withdraw the advertisement which

claims they have the right to take over all graves in the cemetery in which no burial
has taken place for 75 years. Perhaps this has to do with the plan to sell the cemetery
as discussed on page 6'

fOWNC Publications
It is a continuing source of exasperation that Lambeth spend money at will in the

Consistory Court. We are told that the original hearing cost some £40,000 - this seems
a relatively low figure and presumably does not include internal 'hidden' costs. We
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have not incurred any costs as yet (costs in the latest hearing, estimated at some
£8,000, have yet to be apportioned), but the cost to FOWNC in terms of time and
effort must run into thousands of pounds at commercial rates. Clearly many
monuments could have been restored with all this cash.
As regards our efforts at fund raising (obtaining grants, sale of publications, etc.), we
have not received any help from Lambeth. All our publications (cost so far some
£4,000) have been financed from our own resources. In an effort to obtain some
funding for planned publications I applied in the summer for a grant from Lambeth as
part of their innovative funding programme. We were encouraged to apply and were
given to understand that our application would be favourably considered. A decision
was promised by mid-September. Accordingly 1 delayed publication of the four
booklets we have been working on since the availability of a grant would clearly
influence the print run and I would have felt obliged to formally acknowledge
Lambeth's contribution. Perhaps more importantly I had hoped that the awarding of a
grant might mark a turning point in our relations with Lambeth.
As I had heard nothing by end-September I put in several telephone calls, only to be
told that our application had been unsuccessful. I received neither formal
acknowledgement of submission, nor a written letter of rejection. Once the latest Court
hearing is out of the way, I will do my best to get on with the planned publications
and will help finance them myself if necessary. Certainly they will be finished in time
for the 1997 AGM.

''-Public Meeting - Future of Norwood Cemetery
Paul Duffield, Head of Environmental Services at Lambeth, called this meeting in
October ostensibly to discuss the Council's Lottery bid. I estimate that some 100
people attended. In the event much concern was expressed about the Council's plans
to sell the cemetery. Unfortunately the meeting was dominated by a few vociferous
plotholders and potential future plotholders who seemed very antagonistic to FOWNC,
possibly because they feel that we wish to stop all new burials in the cemetery. This
has never been OUT policy, although we of course wish all cemetery operations to be
lawfully conducted and to take due note of conservation area and other relevant
legislation. The fact that since Lambeth purchased the cemetery virtually all their
actions have been at best unlawful is. I submit, their fault and not ours.
Be this as it may. Mr Duffield promised to consider carefully all the points raised at
the meeting. A written record was to be produced and circulated to all who had
requested it, and a further open meeting was promised before the end of the year, but
nothing has yet happened. Plans to sell the cemetery are proceeding as discussed on
page 6. A further point of note is that, when I met Mr Duffield in August, he said that
he had identified funds for a short-term appointment as 'project manager' to
coordinate conservation in the cemetery and moves to comply with the Court
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judgement. This seemed a very sensible move, but as far as J am aware such an
appointment was never made.

Listed Structures at Norwood
1 understand that a survey of the railings and boundary walls (Grade Il listed) has been
performed in conjunction with the Heritage Lottery Bid (see page 7), although I have
not been allowed to see a copy. In addition to the lack of maintenance of these
structures, thick growths of ivy threaten the wall at certain points. [N.B. We still await
repair of the section of wall which was pulled down by Council contractors some five
years ago when trying to remove ivy.]

A further problem is the illegal painting of sections of the wall or use of the wall for
advertisements. Attempts continue to be made to remove the illegal signs in Robson

Road which advertise the Trading Estate, for example. Please let me know if there are
any further examples of the (ab)use of the wall or railings in this way.
Tony Fletcher (address and telephone number on page 16) has volunteered to collate
suggestions for additional tombstones/monuments for listing. At present there should

be 64 Grade 11 or Grade 11* listed tombstones or mausolea in the cemetery (the Grane.
William Cubitt and Garrett monuments are. of course. missing). Please send him
details, including grave and square numbers, of each monument proposed for listing

together with photograph(sJ and a supporting statement setting out the historical or
architectural merits of the monument which you feel make it worthy of listing.

Heritage Open Days ('Open House')
Heritage Open Days are a pan-European initiative designed to encourage interest in
architectural history, Admission to buildings and other structures, many not normally
open to the public, is free. The event is held on a weekend in mid-September. For the
last two years I have tried my best to get Lambeth to participate, but to no avail.
Lambeth has now the dubious distinction of being the only Inner London borough
which does not formally participate in this increasingly popular event. In previous
years my offer to the London coordinators to run tours of the cemetery and catacombs
on the designated weekend was rejected simply because Lambeth refused to support
the scheme as a whole. However, I note that a few venues in North Lambeth were

included as 'others' in the 1996 programme. I will thus try get the cemetery included
as an 'other' this year!

Administrative Matters
Thanks to all who have renewed their subscriptions for 1997. I hope that those who
are yet to renew will do so speedily - FOWNC will not survive without you. The 1997
programme of events is enclosed with this Newsletter. Note that we are not planning
to try to do a special event in June in contrast to our efforts in previous years. Also we

have no date as yet for Lambeth Archives Open Day.
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Some 30 people (10 % of our membership) attended the AGM in October. As these
members already know, I have decided to stand-down as Chairman in October this
year. I feel that, after seven years hard work, I can achieve nothing more when faced
with Lambeth's intransigence...
And finally, congratulations to FOWNC member Andrew Christos of Streatham Hill,
the 1996 Brain of Lambeth. The final of this quiz was held on 17 October at Lambeth
Town Hall. After an exciting contest, in which the lead changed hands several times.
FOWNC Secretary Jill Dudman finished third - only two points spanned the first three
places!

William Morris (1834-1896) and SPAB
Bob F1anagan
Last year saw several exhibitions and other commemorations of the life and work of
William Morris. In addition to art and socialism, Morris' other passion was history. He
founded SPAB (the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings), the forerunner of
the National Trust and other preservation societies, in 1877.

I am grateful to Rosemary Taylor (see Book Review, page 14) for drawing my
attention to the following extracts from lectures given by Morris. His words echo
through the ages. to me at least. and could equally well argue for the preservation of
our old cemeteries:

'It is no question of expediency or feeling whether we shall preserve the
buildings of past times or not. We have no right whatever to touch them. They
are not ours. They belong partly to those who built them, and partly to all the
generations of mankind who are to follow us. The dead have their right to them:
that which they laboured for, we have no right to obliterate.

'When by some happy chance we come across the work they wrought,
untouched by any but natural change. it fills us with a satisfying, untroubled
happiness that few things else could bring us. This communion with the very
hearts of departed men ... must we sweep away these touching memories of
stout forefathers? We who are alive are but life-renters of them. I think the poor
remains of our ancient buildings in themselves. as memorials of history and
works of art, are worth more than any temporary use they can be put to.
'I love art and I love history. But it is living an and living history that I love ...
Let us leave the dead alone, and ourselves living, build for the living.'
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Proposed Sale of
Lambeth's Cemeteries and Crematoria
Bob Flanagan

Lambeth Council are continuing with their plan to transfer the ownership and/or
management of Norwood, Lambeth and Streatham cemeteries and Norwood and
Streatham crematoria to a private company. The shortlisted companies are Cirrus
Group Ltd (Belgian owned), The Crematorium Company (American-owned), SITA GB
(French owned), and Onyx UK. The American company Services Corporation
International, which is Britain's second biggest funeral director and owns most of the
countries private crematoria, was the subject of a scathing article in the Sunday
Telegraph on 15 December 1996.
We are still investigating whether the sale of Norwood would be legal in view of the
statutory nature of the original undertaking and the Council's subsequent compulsory
purchase order on public health grounds. Be this as it may, faculties will be needed for
all operations on the consecrated portions of .the cemetery, although it seems that initial
advice that a faculty would be needed if sale of the cemetery were planned was
incorrect. I still await written confirmation from the Diocesan Registry as to the status
as regards consecrated ground of Lambeth and Streatham cemeteries.
As a Lambeth resident and Council Tax payer, I fully appreciate the need to stop the
haemorrhage of money which the current management regime of the cemeteries seems
to be causing. I am told that the operating budget for the cemeteries and crematoria for
1996n is £1,342,700. In attempting to break even, charges for burials at Norwood
have been increased by some 300%, but this has caused demand to decrease by two
thirds hence overall income has remained the same. Pressure on grave space has of
course been reduced.
To me these figures only serve to emphasize that alternative sources of income (grants,
sponsorship agreements, charges for guided tours, sales of publications. etc.) and the
use of volunteer rather than paid labour for many less specialized operations should be
explored. All of these things we have been ready and willing to discuss with the
Council, and if possible implement in cooperation with the Cemetery management.
Instead, the Council seem to have decided to abandon the cemetery completely. They
have not even bothered to discuss the proposed sale with me. although I have just (1
January) been provided with a copy of the tender documents.
As to the 'service to the community' they have made ·so much of in the past, 1 cannot
believe that a commercial operation will be able to reduce prices to their former
greatly-subsidised level and yet still generate a profit for their shareholders.
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Urban Parks Programme Lottery Fund Submission
Bob F1anagan
Despite my protestations (see September 1996 Newsletter), Lambeth Council went
ahead with their Lottery submission. I was given no chance to comment OT contribute
other than my one meeting with Council officers despite the bid being labelled a
'partnership bid'.
I feel that this bid, which contains a number of silly mistakes [Mrs Isobel Beaton
(ouch), Mantel, Gibart, Marsen, CR Spurgeon, Colonel Porter], is most ill-considered.
Firstly, the document claims that we are committed to raising £30,500 of match
funding when we only promised £5,000 (our total assets, although this money will now
be needed to finance our forthcoming publications). The document also claims that the
Heritage of London Trust have promised match funding of £5,000, when in fact HoLT
have earmarked this money for restoration work on the Berens tomb, given that
guarantees as to the future management of the Cemetery are forthcoming.

Be this as it may. I cannot see how this application can have any chance of success
whilst Lambeth are actively trying to sell th~ cemetery to a commercial organization
thereby advertising the Council's lack of interest in the future of the cemetery. I
understand that guarantees as to future operation are a crucial factor in considering
Lottery funding applications.
A final, crucial, factor is that, in my opinion, Lambeth have applied for nowhere near

enough money (only £337,000), presumably because the amount of match funding in
cash terms which the Council could afford is so small (only £77,000 including
restoration costs necessary in order to comply with the Consistory Court judgement).
However, I am again given to understand that guaranteed future maintenance costs,
and also volunteer labour 'costs'. can be counted towards match funding, thereby
enhancing the total amount which can be applied for. In I996{1 Lambeth budgeted to
spend £164,000 on grounds maintenance and £22.640 on 'repairs to buildings and
structures' (what they?) at Norwood. Taking this same sum over three years yields
almost £560,000 which, if my understanding is correct, could have facilitated a Lottery
application for £ 1.68 million without any cash or volunteer 'labour' component!
Postscript - Our sister organization the Friends of Nunhead Cemetery have submitted a
detailed, well-researched (the supporting documents are 3 inches thick!) joint Lottery
application in collaboration with Southwark Council. By coincidence they have applied
for £1.6 million!' We wish them every success in their application. [N.B. Southwark
Council are also bidding for £25 million from the Millennium Commission in an
attempt to finish Burgess Park ...]
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London Cemeteries and Churchyards
- A Dying Legacy?
Report on the London Ulstor!, Parks and Gardens Trust Conferen,e

Bob F1anagan

This one-day conference was held on Friday 1 November lasf year and was organised
by the London Historic Parks and Gardens Trust and chaired by Dr Chris Brooks. J
am grateful to the LHPGT for allowing me to attend. It was good to see Chris Brooks
again and to be reminded of the quality of his efforts to gain some recognition for
Victorian cemeteries nationwide.

Roger Bowdler of English Heritage gave a brilliant and impassioned plea for wider

recognition of the importance of London's burial grounds. Unfortunately he was
preaching either to the converted, or to professionals who were not going to be

swayed one way or the other. The remaining presentations from English Heritage

representatives were largely undistinguished (Philip Davies did not turn up) save that
the talk by Howard Carter, English Heritage legal advisor, was utterly dreadful. He
must be the only person in London who thinks that Norwood is in Wandsworth. for
example (not a slip of the tongue - he repeated it several times)! Heaven help us.

Of the other lectures, Brent Elliott gave a valuable presentation, but J personally had

mixed feelings ab.out presentations on conservation successes at Abney Park and
Kensal Green. J am pleased they are making such progress (at Kensal Green they have
raised some £500,000 to restore the Dissenters' Chapel without the aid of 'Lottery

cash', for example), but it only serves to emphasize what could have been done if we
had not had to spend seven years fighting to save what remains of Norwood before we
could even think about repair/reinstatement.
The two presentations with most practical import were those by Dr Julie Rugg
(Cemetery Research Group) and Stewart Harding (National Heritage Memorial Fund).

Julie has been commissioned to research provision for future burials in the Greater
London area. The message is that there have been no attempts to provide extensive
burial provision for London since the 1880s and thus pressure to re-use existing
cemeteries can only increase in future.
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The second talk was essentially advice on criteria to be fulfilled if bids for Lottery
cash were to be successful. The message was' good, well thought out applications with
clear public benefit will succeed'.
Advantages were:
(i) presence in a conservation area,

(ii) presence on the English Heritage Register of Historic Parks and Gardens,
(iii) presence of listed structures.
Norwood has all of these advantages. However, a very imponant factor was future

management plans and maintenance provision if a grant were to be awarded. Match
funding was also discussed - there were ways of looking at this creatively, for example

by incorporating future maintenance funding or by costing volunteer labour. rather than
simply thinking in cash terms. Again, good applications would be looked at most
sympathetically.
Finally. Mr Harding stressed that advice could always be sought prior to actual

submission. We were told that many of the bids already submitted had been poor and
were likely to be rejected.
More details on the LHPGT can be obtained from:
The Secretary,
LHPGT,
Duck Island Cottage,
c/o The Store Yard,
St James's Park,
London SW I A 2BJ
(Telephone 0171 839 3969).

The Metropolitan Public Gardens Association
The Peckham Society is hosting a talk by Mrs Joyce Bellamy entitled 'London's
Public Gardens' - an illustrated talk on the history and work of the Metropolitan Public
Gardens Association. The MPGA has a long history of involvement in the protection

and conservation of old cemeteries. The talk will be given at 3.00 pm on Saturday 18th
January 1997 at Peckham Methodist Church Hall. Woods Road, London SE 15.
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Conservation News
Bob Flanagan

Sir Henry Doulton's Mausoleum

I

am pleased to repon that FOWNC have contributed £40 I towards the restoration of
the mausoleum of Sir Henry Doulton and to the restoration of the Dou1too. Matheson
and Watts family plots in the un consecrated ponion of the cemetery.

The restoration has been initiated and largely funded by Mr Anthony Doul1oo, a lineal
descendent of John Doulton, the founder of the family pottery firm. We are proud to
welcome Mr Doulton as a FOWNC member. Indeed, with the assent of the committee
J have invited Mr Doulton to become our first Patron, although so far he has not felt
able to accept this offer. Be this as it may, Mr Doulton has supplied information about
the restoration work which I plan to publish in a future Newsletter.

The Tate Mausoleum
Mr Doulton has also been instrumental in encouraging Sir Saxon Tale to initiate
conservation work on the Tale mausoleum. 1 have in turn extended the offer of
Patronage to Sir Saxon, although I have not heard whether he might accept this
invitation.

Gurney Family Memorial
Mr Doulton is also trying to interest members of the Gurney family in their own
family memorial at Norwood . this is unique in the cemetery as far as 1 am aware in
that four of those buried there feature in the Dictionary of National Biography.

Charles Wllllam Alcock JP
We have at last commissioned conservation/restoration work on the Alcock memorial.
The Football Association have promised £ 1,000 and Surrey County Cricket Club
£500, leaving us to find only a small balance. We are aiming to re-create the original
memorial as closely as we can.

Davld Roberts RA
Finally, FOWNC member Peter Clayton has prepared a report of the events held to
commemorate the bicentenary of the binh of David Roberts RA, the prominent
Victorian artist, and the restoration of his tombstone at Norwood. His report will be
published in the April Newsletter.
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Recent FOWNC Events
Jill Dudman

The Great and the Good
On 18 August 1996 Bob F1anagan led a newly-devised tour, 'The Great and the
Good', comprising a miscellany of personalities eminent in the worlds of education,
religion and charitable works. In addition to regular tour favourites such as Baptist

preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon, missionary Robert Moffat. Methodist minister
William MOTley Punshon and 'escaped nun' Edith O'Gorman, we were introduced to
WilIiam Baker, a chairman and second director of Dr Bamardo's Homes: Henry

Beaufoy, an educational philanthropist who founded Lambeth Ragged Schools; the
Baldwin Browns - father lames. a Congregational minister, and son Gerrard, a
university professor of fine art ~ with their Grade II listed terracotta Celtic cross;
Henry Dunn, secretary of the British & Foreign School Society; John SCOl! Lidgett, a
theologian, educationalist and founder of the Bermondsey Settlement; and David

Thomas, co-founder of the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, to name just a
few. Businessmen also played their part: P&O shipping line founder Arthur Anderson
gave the Lower Norwood Working Men's Institute in Knight's Hill, and 'Mr Cube'
Sir Henry Tate gave three libraries to the people of Lambeth and of course gave the
Tale Gallery and his collection of paintings to the nation.

Women at Norwood
The largest crowd of the summer, at least 40, turned out on 15 September for
Rosemary Camber's tour of notable women. This began near the office with a patch
of grass that sadly bears no trace of the grave of the mountaineering Pigeon sisters,

Anna and Ellen, whose courageous Alpine exploits were described in FOWNC
Newsletter 16 (October 1993).
The first burial in the cemetery in 1837 was a woman, Harriet Raincock; the original
monument listing numerous members of her family buried in the grave (fortunately

recorded by Eric Smith) has been destroyed and replaced by a modem tablet which
only bears her name. The original tombstone described her sister, Sophia, as an 'artist
of Rome' - I wonder if she knew Adelaide lronside, Australia's first female artist to
come to Europe to study, who died whilst in Rome and whose grave at Norwood is
also marked by a modem tablet. the original again having been destroyed? However,

plenty of original tombstones were still available for this tour, including those of Mary
Alger, principal of Dulwich High School for Girls; Mrs Woodford Fawcett, a local
temperance campaigner; Amy and Sarah Hawkes. sisters who ran a school in Clapham
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where the poet Shelley met his wife; Ellen Ranyard, founder of the bible women's
mission and the Ranyard nurses (forerunners of district nurses); Eliza Roberts,
Florence Nightingale's chief nursing assistant in the Crimea; and ballet dancer Katti

Lanner.

West Norwood and the Victorian Theatre
A large audience assembled on 19 October for Prof Michael Slater's entertaining
lecture about personalities of the Victorian theatre. a visiting party from the Surbiton
Literary Circle swelling the numbers to nearly 60.
The. figure of playwright Douglas Jerrold ran as a central theme through the talk,
relating in turn to various actors. managers and others with whom he was associated

(and who generally earned far more than he did from his plays). Notable among these
was George Bolwell Davidge, who had a rather chequered career partly as an actor and

partly as a manager, first at the Royal Coburg and then at the Surrey. Also an
actor/manager at the same two theatres. but in the opposite order, was David W

Osbaldiston, and amusing stories about him and his girlfriend Eliza Vincent led to
substantial sales of the postcards that we stock of this pair!
Amongst other personalities included were Jerrold's friend, the playwright (and judge) .
Sir Thomas Talfourd; the actor Richard John Smith, known as Obi or 0' Smith after a
character he played; Paul Bedford. noted for his fine singing voice but wooden acting;
and David Robens. who started his artistic career as a theatrical scene painter.

HIm Extravaganza
There was a slight disappointment for Tony FJetcher's planned archive film
extravaganza on 16 November: non-availability of video and projection equipment
meant that movie film could not be shown. However. Tony used a sequence of slides
relating to people buried at Norwood to illustrate the development of moving pictures.

starting as far back as the magic lantern (experimented with by Richard Cuming) and
the theatrical ghost illusion popularised by John H. Pepper.
Of fundamental importance was the invention by Alexander Parkes of the plastic
material later known as celluloid. from which film stock was manufactured. Pieces of
film are known to exist which show. amongst others. gun maker Sir Hiram Maxim,

cricketer Lord Hawke, juggler Paul Cinquevalli, conjuror Charles Bertram and
actor/athlete Arthur Conquest. The major feature of this presentation was a lengthy
series of stills from films of the 1920s and early '30s starring the character actress
Mary Brough, who was well into middle age when she began her film career.
To compensate for the absence of the film show, Tony is prepared to arrange, by
appointment (address and telephone number on page 16), individual showings at his
home of (a) an extract from one of Mary Brough's later sound films and (b) an extract
from a film (mentioned in his talk) of workers at the Peek Frean biscuit factory.
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Forthcoming FOWNC Events
January-April 1997
General tours will be held on the first Sunday of each month (5 January, 2 February,
2 March, 6 April). The tours start at 11.00 (April 14.30) at the Cemetery main gate off
Norwood Road. and they last for 2 hours or so. A special tour will also be held in
April as detailed below. There is no formal charge but we welcome donations of £1
per person (£0.50 concessions) towards conservation projects.

Sunday 20 April
Special Tour - Echoes of Empire - JIII Dudman
A second chance for those who missed the original run of this event on a day of
appalling weather last year. Research for this tour introduced a large number of tombs,
not visited before, of personalities who went out to Britain's colonies in the civil or
military service, in commerce, as missionaries, etc, and also some from overseas who
settled here.

Talks will be held in January, February, and March at Chatsworth Baptist Church.
Chatsworth Way. SE27, starting at 14.30. Chatsworth Way leads off Norwood Road.
but the entrance to the meeting room is at the side of the Church in Idmislon Road.
There is no formal charge but we again welcome donations of £ 1 per person to help

cover costs.

Saturday 18 January
/.H.Greathead: Victorian underground railway pioneer - Rob Cartwright
As the engineer of the City & South London Railway. the world's first deep-level
underground railway, Greathead is renowned for the development of the tunnelling
shield that bears his name. A Streatham resident at his death in 1896, he was buried at
Norwood where his elegant tombstone survives in good condition (grave 27,103,
square 83). Rob Cartwright has spent several years researching Greathead's life and
work for a fonhcoming biography.

Saturday 15 February
Gldeon Mantell: riding on the back of Iguanodon - Ken Woodhams
The restoration of Mantell's Grade 11* listed tombstone at Norwood was FOWNC's
first major success. Ken Woodhams of the Croydon Natural History & Scientific
Society has long been studying the life and work of this eminent Victorian geologist
and palaeontologist, and has written a monograph which will be published later this
year in the FOWNC series of booklets.

Saturday 15 March
The Victorian Funerary Industry - Bob f1anagan
Bob will be looking at various aspects of the Victorian funerary industry. and showing
views of a number of cemeteries at home and abroad.
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Book Reviews
Bob F1anagan

Streatham and Norwood In 1839.
Local History Reprints. AS. 16 pp. soft cover. £ 1.50.
This reprint taken from Pigot and Co.'s 1839 Directory of Surrey contains a brief
history of the area, including details of local churches, schools and other
neighbourhood amenities.
Norwood is described as being:
'situated on the skirts of an extensive wood from which its name is derived, and
which was formerly a noted rendezvous for numerous hordes of gypsies, who
encamped within its shades.
The village and vicinage have of late years attained considerable consequence,
and now exhibit numerous elegant seats and tasteful villas, to the erection of
which the healthfulness of the place has been a great inducement'.
The South Metropolitan Cemetery, only recently laid out in 1839, is described as
'a very beautiful burial-place', an 'area of forty acres, laid out with consummate
taste' .
This charming publication lists all the principal residents of the area, together with
various trades and professional persons living in the locality (the total population of
Streatham in J 839 was only some 5,000). It would be interesting to know how many
of those mentioned in the booklet were eventually buried at Norwood.

Every Stone Tells a Story:
A Short History and History Trail of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
by Rosemary Taylor with line illustrations by Bemard Canavan.
1996. A4. 22 pp. soft cover. £3.50.
The City of London and Tower Hamlets Cemetery Company was incorporated by Act
of Parliament on 21 June 1841, the last of the seven large cemeteries to be established
around London since the first, at Kensal Green, opened in 1832.
By 1851 burials only totalled 4,958, but by 1889 some 247,000 bodies had been laid to
rest at Tower Hamlets, some 80% in common graves. This new booklet ~ a must for
cemetery aficionados· not only outlines the history of the cemetery, but also includes
a short gazetteer and location map to some surviving monuments and other features.
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The booklet details several graves of interest. At least two of the children of Dr
Thomas Bamardo, Tom (d. 1882 aged 6 months) and Herbert (1875-1884) lie in the
cemetery, for example, as does the chemist Sir W.H. Perkin (1838-1907), the
discoverer in 1856 of "Perkin 's mauve", the first truly synthetic dyestuff.
In contrast, Alfred Linoell (1846-1887) is noteworthy for the manner of his death and
burial. He was trampled by a police horse in Trafalgar Square whilst watching a
demonstration organised by the Law and Liberty League.
His funeral was organised by Annie Besant. William Morris conducted a hymn he had

written for the occasion. Over 100,000 people are thought to have joined the
procession!

It is noteworthy that the first chairman of the Tower Hamlets Cemetery Company,
John George Hammack (1791-1861), a city timber merchant and surveyor, and a
fellow founder director, (Sir) John Pirie (1781-1851), a ship broker/owner who was
Lord Mayor of London in 1841-2, are both buried at Norwood (grave 7,728, square
36/50 & grave 2,837, square 37, respectively). Doubtless there are other Norwood
connections.

The City &. South London Railway by T.s. Lascelles.
Oakwood Press, 1955 (reprinted 1987).
A5, 48 pp, soft cover, £3.95. Illustrated.
The C&SLR was the pioneer of London's deep-level underground 'tube' railways, and,
although cable haulage was originally envisaged, in the event became the first railway
in the world to be built for underground haulage by electric locomotives.
This booklet traces the development of the 'tube' idea and the tunnelling shield, and
describes J.H. Greathead's work on tunnels under the Thames which lead to the
opening of the City terminus of the C&SLR at King William Street in 1890. Electric
and hydraulic (for the lifts) power was provided from a generating station at Stockwell,
the southern terminus.

The C&SLR's most important contribution to railway practice was its pioneer use of
electricity for underground traction. Its engineers. notably Greathead. had to deal with

novel problems of power supply, locomotive design, and signalling. This well-written
booklet describes the development of the line through to its eventual reconstruction as

part of the London Underground system in the 1920s.
Greathead died at his home at 'Ravenscraig', Leigham Court Road, on 2I st October
1896 and was buried at West Norwood Cemetery. He is the subject of OUT tal to. be
held on Saturday 18 January (see Forthcoming Events on page 13).
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National Federation
of Cemetery Friends
1997 Annual
General Meeting
The 1997 Annual General
Meeting of the National
Federation of Cemetery Friends is
being organised by the Edinburgh
Cemeteries Support Group and
will be held in Edinburgh in June
1997.
At the moment we do not know if
any FOWNC committee member
will be able to attend this
meeting.
Edinburgh City Council
encouraged the formation of the
Cemeteries Support Group and
works in full partnership with it
in looking after and planning the
conservation of some seven
Victorian cemeteries in different
parts of the City.

Friends of West
Norwood Cemetery
The annual subscription to the
Friends of West Norwood Cemetery
is £2. For further information please
contact the Membership Secretary.

FOWNC OmCERS
Chainnan
&.. Publicadons OffIcer:
Bob F1anagan,
79 Durban Road,
London SE27 9RW
Tel: 01816703265

General Secretary:
Jill Dudman,
119 Broxholm Road,
London SE27 OBJ
Tel: 01816705456

Hon Treasurer:
George Young,
12 Swinbume Court,
Denmark Hill, London SE5 8EP
Tel: 01712745267

Membership Secretary:
Rosemary Comber,
63 Bradley Road,
London SE 19 3NT
Tel: 01816532741

Conservation Coordinator:
Paul Graham.
Flat 4, 9 SI. Andrew's Road,
Surbiton. Surrey KT6 4DT
Tel: 01812876976

Events OffIcer:
Tony F1etcher,
I 1 Claverdale Road.
London SW2 2DJ
Tel: 01816716551
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