West Norwood Cemetery

Friends of West Norwood Cemetery

Application For Membership

Opened in 1837, the South Metropolitan
Cemetery at Norwood was the second of the
‘Magniﬁcent Seven’ great commercial cemeteries
built on the then outskirts of London.

We look forward to welcoming you to our public
tours on the ﬁrst Sunday of every month. We
meet inside the main gate on Norwood Road at
14.30 from April to October and at 11.00 from
November to March.

Mr/Mrs/Ms: ......................................................

Norwood was the ﬁrst cemetery ever to be
designed throughout in the Gothic style. Its
landscaping was inspired by the famous Père
Lachaise Cemetery in Paris and takes advantage of
the hills and ancient trees of the Great North
Wood, from which Norwood gets its name.
Some 300 people featured in the Dictionary of
National Biography are buried here, including:
Beeton, Bessemer, Dollond, Doulton, Letts,
Marsden, Maxim, Reuter, Spurgeon and Tate.
e Cemetery was damaged during WWII and
thousands of monuments were cleared by
Lambeth Council following compulsory purchase
of the Cemetery in 1966. e Friends joined the
Archdeacon of Lambeth, English Heritage, the
Victorian Society and others to arrest this activity.
Since 1994 more than 50 monuments have been
repaired and a new Memorial Garden constructed
near the Greek Orthodox burial ground. Work
continues towards a management scheme that
balances landscape, heritage, architecture,
sculpture and ecology with interment.
e Cemetery forms the core of the West
Norwood Conservation Area and is listed by
English Heritage on its Register of Historic Parks
and Gardens. Sixty-ﬁve monuments, the gates,
railings, walls and the catacombs are listed Grade
II or Grade II*.

By joining the Friends you will be supporting the
Cemetery and its sensitive preservation. Our aims
are to preserve, promote and enhance this historic
Cemetery. Together we have an important voice
that can inﬂuence and guide its management.
Members receive a Newsletter three times a year
which lists events and details our latest research. e
Newsletter and our notice board inside the Cemetery
list our schedule of talks. ese are held nearby, in
February, March, October and November.

Address: .............................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
Postcode:............................................................
Telephone: .........................................................
Email: ................................................................
Where did you hear about FOWNC?
..........................................................................
Would you like to join us in scrub clearance? ■
Can you help out on a stand at local events? ■

e annual subscription to FOWNC is £3, but
additional donations are always welcome. Funds
are devoted to publications, research or
conservation works.

Particular interests:.............................................

For membership or information please contact:

..........................................................................

e Secretary, FOWNC
119 Broxholm Road
London SE27 0BJ
Tel: 020 8670 5456
www.fownc.org

..........................................................................

..........................................................................
Amount enclosed: £ ...........................................
£3 one year membership
£15 ﬁve year membership

■
■

Please make cheques payable to FOWNC
Registered Charity No 1063450

Member of the National Federation of Cemetery Friends and of
the Association of Signiﬁcant Cemeteries of Europe.

Subscriptions run from January to December. If you
are joining after 30 September, your subscription
will run to the end of the following year.

e South Metropolitan Cemetery at West
Norwood is a little-known gem in the heart of
South London.
Behind the Gothic iron gates fronting Norwood
Road lie over 40 acres of 19th century
landscaping with a Greek Parthenon temple,
catacombs and dramatic Victorian monuments
that have been compared favourably with those
in St Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey.
e Cemetery provides a peaceful environment
for the dead as well as a green and pleasant space
for the public to enjoy. It is a haven for nature
and its part-overgrown charm has attracted ﬁlm
makers and photographers alike.
By joining the Friends of West Norwood
Cemetery (FOWNC) you can help preserve this
special place for the future. Anyone interested in
local or family history, photography, or our
architectural, industrial or cultural heritage, will
ﬁnd a wealth of information on our web site.

An Introductory Guide (28pp) £2.50
Dickens Connections (94 pp) £2.95
Musicians (72 pp) £2.95
Music Hall (56 pp) £2.50
Sportsmen (76 pp) £2.50
Greek Cemetery Guide Map £1.00
Postcards - 20p each, £1.50 set of 10
www.fownc.org
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